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VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!!

You read about it in the May Cactus Chronicle! It is that time of the year again – time 
for our June Sale. In spite of past pandemic limitations and restrictions, our June 

Sale continues to be a very popular community event. This year will be no exception. 
One of the reasons for our  continued success is the commitment of our volunteers. 

That would be YOU!

We need about 25 volunteers for Friday and Saturday.

Each shift will be for 3 hours (if you can spare only 2 hours, that’s OK). 
Various areas need your attention – such as parking control, visitor survey,

monitoring the sale area and the vague “OTHER.”

First time volunteers will receive one of our very popular day-glo, yellow-green 
LACSS Volunteer t-shirts. In addition, all volunteers will receive a $15.00 voucher to 
be used at any of the vendors at the June Sale. As a special treat, we have arranged 

for a food truck to be available Friday and Saturday. They will offer food and
beverages during sale hours and a breakfast choice on Saturday morning.

If you are a new member, this is a good time to join in the fun, meet “old” members 
and be the reason our visitors always come back.

Please email me to let me know what day you would prefer to volunteer.

My email is ropojo@pacbell.net. I look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely,

Joyce – Volunteer Coordinator



AUCTION! AUCTION! AUCTION! AUCTION! AUCTION! AUCTION! AUCTION! AUCTION! 

AUCTION! AUCTION! AUCTION! AUCTION! AUCTION! AUCTION! AUCTION! AUCTION! 

WE NEED BOXES!

We need boxes for our
June Sale visitors. 

You may bring them to
the June meeting at

ONEGeneration. 
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Questions: Please contact Roxie Esterle at
roxie.esterle@gmail.com or call me at 818-970-0804
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LIVE OUTDOOR AUCTION
THE FRIDAY EVENING LIVE AUCTION FEATURES RARE AND HARD-TO-FIND PLANTS SUBMITTED BY VENDORS AND

CLUB MEMBERS. THIS EXCITING EVENT IS NOT ONLY AN OPPORTUNITY TO PURCHASE RARE PLANTS, BUT ALSO

AN ENTERTAINING LEARNING OPPORTUNITY. PLANTS MAY BE OUTRIGHT DONATIONS FROM SELLERS, OR SPLIT

BETWEEN THE SELLER (70%) AND LACSS (30%). THE AUCTION WELCOMES PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.

PLANTS SHOULD BE VALUED AT $30.00 OR MORE. SELLERS PLEASE BRING YOUR
PLANTS TO THE LACSS TABLE BETWEEN 4:00 AND 6:00PM AND FILL OUT THE

SUBMISSION FORMS WITH YOUR NAME, THE PLANT NAME, AND MINIMUM BID.

VENDORS AND LACSS MEMBERS MAY SUBMIT PLANTS FOR SILENT AUCTIONS ON
FRIDAY EVENING OR SATURDAY THROUGHOUT THE DAY, BEGINNING AT 8:00AM.

SIMPLY FILL OUT A SUBMISSION FORM WITH YOUR NAME, THE PLANT NAME, AND
THE MINIMUM BID. SELLERS WILL RECEIVE A 70/30% SPLIT WITH LACSS. PLANTS

SHOULD BE VALUED AT A MINIMUM OF $20

ON SATURDAY, SILENT AUCTIONS WILL BE HELD APPROXIMATELY HOURLY THROUGHOUT THE DAY. APPROXIMATELY

8 – 10 ARE DISPLAYED FOR AUCTION AT A TIME, AND BIDDERS SIGN THEIR NAMES, CONTACT NUMBER,

AND AMOUNT BID ON THE BID SHEET. AT THE DESIGNATED ENDING TIME ABOUT AN HOUR LATER, THE HIGHEST

BIDDER GETS THE PLANT. IN CASE OF A TIE, LIVE BIDDING MAY BE CALLED FOR BETWEEN THE TWO HIGHEST

BIDDERS. SILENT AUCTIONS ARE FUN AND SUSPENSEFUL, WITH BIDDERS COMING BACK REPEATEDLY TO CHECK

THEIR PLACE ON THE BID SHEET.

.

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 10, 8:00 PM (FOLLOWING THE SALE)

*LACSS RESERVES THE RIGHT TO DETERMINE WHICH
PLANTS QUALIFY FOR EACH AUCTION

HOURLY SILENT AUCTIONS
SATURDAY, JUNE 11 9:00AM – 2:00PM
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The  Los  Angeles  Cactus  and  Succulent  Soc ie ty  (LACSS)  cu l t i va tes  the  study
& en joyment  o f  cact i  &  succulent  p lants  through  educat ional  programs & act i v i t ies

that  promote  the  hobby  wi th in  a  communi ty  o f  fe l low enthus iasts  &  among the  greater  publ ic .

L AC SS  M I SS I O N  S TAT E M E N T

PRESIDENT
Joyce Schumann 

PAST PRESIDENT
Kim Thorpe Chavez

1ST VP, PROGRAMS
Ron Behar

2ND VP, PLANT OF THE MONTH
Manny Rivera

3RD VP, SPECIAL EVENTS
Cande Friedman

SECRETARY
Kate Eplboim

TREASURER
Nick Steinhardt 

DIRECTOR 1 MEMBERSHIP
Rosemary Polito

DIRECTOR 2 SPECIAL EVENTS
Jim Esterle

CACTUS CHRONICLE EDITOR
Kimberly Gomez-Tong
newsletter@lacactus.com

MEETING REFRESHMENTS
Karen Holley

WEBMISTRESS
Nancy Neymark

CSSA LIAISON
Roxie Esterle

SALE CHAIRS
John Van Unen,
Kimberly Gomez-Tong

INTER-CITY REPRESENTATIVES
Manny Rivera
with John Van Unen + Kimberly Gomez-Tong

MONTHLY DRAWING
Al Mindel

PLANT PROCUREMENT
Collin O’Callaghan

HISTORIAN
Sandy Chase

AWARDS DINNER CHAIR
Vacant

LIBRARIAN
Susan Phillips

POM PLANT DESCRIPTIONS
Kyle Williams

ZOOM MANAGEMENT
Kimberly Gomez-Tong

SOCIAL MEDIA
Nicole Alter - Instagram

COVID COMPLIANCE OFFICER
Emily Akers
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Happy Summer Solstice, Everyone

Well, it finally happened!!! We successfully reentered the world of in-person meetings. And was it a lot of 
fun!! It was preceded with months and months of discussion, planning, what-ifs and why not try that. We 
even had a dry run in January. The whole evening ran smoother than most of our pre-pandemic meetings. 
The Zoom portion was attended by several members who couldn’t make it to the meeting so we will continue 
to offer that option to attend a meeting.

Many, many thanks to everyone who was a part of creating such a memorable evening!

And to all of you who brought freebie plants and helped with chairs and tables.

The first combined LACSS/SFVBS meeting on June 4 will feature Stefan Burger presenting two different 
programs. This is an opportunity to see two more programs by Stefan. DETAILS ON PAGE 12.
The Bromeliad Society will be selling tickets for their raffle that will held at the end of their meeting. That 
will be followed by our June Sale Friday, June 10 at 6 PM and Saturday, June 11 from 9 AM till 2 PM. Both of 
these events have featured announcements in this Chronicle. Volunteers for the Sale are still needed for 
Friday and Saturday.

As a thank-you to all the members who supported club activities during the pandemic, the Board agreed to 
have a selection of door prize plants instead of the raffle. But, now we are back to the good ole ways and are 
returning to the raffle. Collin will have an interesting selection of plants for you to choose from.

In addition, as a member, you may also donate a plant to the raffle from your collection that you no
longer need. It should be in good condition and clean and too good for the freebie table. Let Collin know that 
you are donating a plant so we can recognize your generosity. The freebie table had some spare space on it 
so bring in your unwanted cuttings and plants to share with other club members.

Speaking of plants – this month is everyone’s favorite – really!!!

What would you like to see on the refreshment table? Coffee and water are not a problem. Did you like the 
snacks that were provided at the May meeting? More fresh fruit? Nothing? Let me know…..
Looking forward to seeing you soon. Stay safe and stay healthy.

Joyce

JOHN AND KIMBERLY zoom plus audio and visual
COLLIN for acquiring such great plants for our door prizes

Our vendors RALPH, BRYAN, JUNE, AL
Program RON B.
Speaker STEFAN

POM MANNY AND NANCY
Refreshments KAREN

Membership ROSE, GAIL, MARY



ERNESTO
SANDOVAL
has been wondering and seeking questions and answers to why plants grow and look the 
way that they do for nearly 40 years. Now he explains and interprets the world of plants to
a variety of ages and from amateur to professional gardeners. He regularly lectures to a 
variety of western Garden Clubs throughout the year and particularly to Succulent Clubs 
throughout California. Desert plants are his particular passion within his general passion 

for plants.  He describes himself as a "Jose of All Plants, Master of None" and loves 
learning from the experiences of others as well as his own. Ernesto thoroughly enjoys help-
ing others, and gardeners in particular, to understand why and how plants do what they do. 

When he was about 13 he asked his dad why one tree was pruned a particular way and 
another tree another way. His dad answered bluntly "because that's the way you do it.” 

Since then he's been learning and teaching himself the answers to those and many other 
questions by getting a degree at UC Davis in Botany and working from student weeder/

waterer to Director/Manager over the last 30 years at the UC Davis Botanical Conservatory.

He's long left the "mow blow and go" monoculture landscape gardening world and has 
immersed himself in the world of horticultural biodiversity by growing several thousand 

types of plants at the UC Davis Botanical Conservatory, many of them succulents!  Several 
of his favorite garden projects involved converting lawns and or water loving landscapes to 

drought tolerant and diversity filled gardens!  He likes to promote plant liberation by 
encouraging gardeners of all sorts to grow more plants in the ground when possible. He 

loves the technical language of Botany but prefers to relate information in more 
understandable methods of communication!  By helping people to understand the 

workings of plants he hopes to help us better understand how to and why our plants do 
what they do and how we can maximize their growth with less effort.

9
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Perhaps you've heard that pH is important for plants?  Ernesto 
will summarize why you want your plants to receive slightly 

acidic water and various ways you can adjust it for your succu-
lents.  How is this similar and different than fertilizing "regular" 

plants?  Ernesto will discuss all of this plus the importance of 
"soils"/container media and the details of how you can maximize 

the root potential for your plants!
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THIS MONTH’S 

PROGRAM

F E E D I N G  S U C C U L E N T S
H O W  F E R T I L I Z E R ,  W A T E R  P H  A N D  S O I L  C A N  A N D  S H O U L D  B E  A D J U S T E D !
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JUNE
Favorites

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it:

 E
rn

es
to

 S
an

do
va

l





14

PLANT MONTH
2 0 2 2

of
the

JANUARY
Frailea

Adromischus

FEBRUARY
Monotypic

Senecio,  Othonna

MARCH
Mammillaria Clusters

Aloe Clusters

APRIL
Escobaria,  Acharagma

Aizoceae Thickened Roots

MAY
Cacti  staged as miniature

Succulent staged as miniature
(Diameter of  pot

NO LARGER THAN 3”)

JUNE
Favorites

JULY
Discocactus

Dyckia

AUGUST
Thelocactus-Hamatocactus

Bursera

SEPTEMBER
Gymnocalycium

Euphorbia Mil l i i  type

OCTOBER
Astrophytum
Sanseveria

NOVEMBER
Variegated
Variegated

DECEMBER
Holiday Awards Party





-

Photo  by  K IMBERLY GOMEZ-TONG

A REPORT OF CLUB FIELD TRIP 
TO ROB ROY’S GREENHOUSE

Cande Friedman
3rd VP, Special Events

LACSS SATURDAY 
WORKSHOP

I hate to make anyone feel bad, but if 
you missed Rob Roy, you missed an 
amazing experience! We had a
wonderful time at Rob Roy Mcgregor's 
home. Rob is an amazing, self taught, 
cacti, and succulent grower, and gave 
an educational and fun presentation 
too!

He taught us the difference in planting 
in pots vs ground, spoke about proper 
water pH, and how often to irrigate. 
Using a quick and easy technique of 
placing a wooden barbecue stick in the 
soil; if the soil sticks, the soil is wet, 
and it's not time to water. He also 
covered new methods of propagation 
with us. You can see from the photos, 
Sylvia is placing a hot nail through the 
meristem of the ferocactus. This causes 
the plant to send off new pups around 
the cacti. 

His yard and green houses were not to 
be missed, and if you are a fan of 
fouquieria, he has every species in his 
backyard! 
To top it all off, Rob gave out party 
favors and donuts to all us! Rob was 
nice enough invite us back for another 
visit in the fall. Hope to see you all 
there!
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SAVE THE DATE!
SATURDAY, JULY 16, 2022

LACSS FIELD TRIP TO
THE TAFT GARDEN AND NATURE PRESERVE,

OJAI, CALIFORNIA

THE TAFT GARDEN IS A PRIVATE 
NATURE PRESERVE AT THE END OF A 
PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL ROAD. LACSS 
HAS BEEN INVITED TO VISIT, MEET 
JOHN TAFT, THE FOUNDER, AND 
ROAM THE GARDEN AT LEISURE. 
PARTICIPANTS SHOULD BRING PICNIC 
LUNCHES; LACSS WILL PROVIDE
WATER AND SNACKS.

EACH LACSS MEMBER CAN BRING ONE GUEST.

MEMBERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR OWN 

TRANSPORTATION, CARPOOLING IS RECOMMENDED.

TAFT GARDEN IS APPROXIMATELY A 1 HR DRIVE 

FROM THE VALLEY, AND VISITORS SHOULD PLAN TO

ARRIVE BY 9:30 AM. IN PLACE OF THE $20 VISITOR 

FEE, LACSS MEMBERS HAVE BEEN ASKED TO EACH 

BRING A FAVORITE, ROOTED SUCCULENT IN A 1 

GALLON POT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE GARDEN.

TO ADVANCE SIGN UP FOR THE TRIP, PLEASE SEND AN EMAIL WITH 
YOUR NAME AND NUMBER OF GUESTS TO JIMESTERLE@GMAIL.COM.

ADDITIONAL DETAILS WILL BE PROVIDED NEXT MONTH.ADENIUM



ADENIUM



55TH ANNUAL SHOW AND SALE
CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY OF AMERICA

AT THE HUNTINGTON

As of March 9, 2022, fol lowing the latest CDC recommendations, the HBG wil l  no longer require masks
indoors or outdoors at the HBG. For indoor events,  at tendees are encouraged

to st i l l  wear a mask but i t  is  now optional. The publ ic wi l l  not be checked for vaccinat ion status.

CSSA Club Af f i l iates need to pass this information on to their c lub members. Show
Schedules & Indexes wil l  be avai lable onl ine through your Club newslet ter or websi te;

www.cssashow.com. Entr y tags wil l  be avai lable at many of the local c lubs & at the show.
I can mail  entr y tags upon request.

Al l  Vendors, Volunteers or Show par t ic ipants need to wear their c lub badges ( i f  you have
one) and a HBG wr is t  band each day they par t ic ipate. These wil l  be dis tr ibuted by the Show

Chair each day. Please go direct ly to the Botanical Center not thru the front entrance.
For those NOT par t ic ipat ing, special passes for this event wi l l  no longer be dis tr ibuted

ahead of t ime. At this t ime, entr y to the HBG is by advance onl ine reser vat ion
on Weekends , no walk- ins & recommended for the Fr iday sale, even for HBG members. 

S tay tuned for updates!

sales areas, information table, holding area, welcome table at the HBG entr y and for
setup/teardown. Al l  par t ic ipants receive a show T -Shir t  as a thank you. See you at the Show!

DATES |              FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, JULY 1-3, 2022
LOCATION |        THE HUNTINGTON: 1151 OXFORD DRIVE, SAN MARINO, CA
                          THE BOTANICAL CENTER. CONTACT 626-405-3504
SALE |                FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10:00AM-5:00PM
SHOW |              SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10:00AM-5:00PM
SHOW SET-UP |   THURS. JUNE 30, 9AM-1PM
ENTER PLANTS |  THURS., JUNE 30TH 1PM-6PM & FRIDAY, JULY 1, 8:00AM-4:00PM. 
                          JUDGING STARTS AT 5:00PM FRIDAY
AUCTION |          SATURDAY, JULY 2 AT 7:00PM. ITEMS NEED TO BE REGISTERED BY 2PM
                          THERE WILL BE A SILENT AUCTION DURING DINNER AND A LIVE AUCTION 
                          (35 ITEMS MAX.) AFTER DINNER.
                          AUCTIONEERS WILL DECIDE PLACEMENT OF ITEMS: 
                          2 ITEMS PER PERSON/BUSINESS MARKED AS DONATION OR SPLIT (70/30)
DINNER |            SATURDAY, JULY 2, AT 6:00PM, $25 DINNER. 
                          MENU: DEARMORE BBQ WITH VEGETARIAN OPTIONS.
                          RESERVE A SPOT BY PHONE: 213-305-1421 OR 
                          EMAIL BONNIE AT BIKEMURA@HOTMAIL.COM.
                          RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY JUNE 27TH , 2022
                          MAIL CHECKS, MADE OUT TO CSSA , TO:
                          BONNIE IKEMURA – 
                          8400 BLERIOT AVE. LOS ANGELES, CA , 90045;
TEAR DOWN |    SUNDAY, JULY 3, 5:00PM

BARBARA HALL PHONE: 818-429-6914 (CELL)
CSSA ANNUAL SHOW CHAIR EMAIL: LBCJHALL@AOL.COM MORE INFO BELOW



C L I C K  H E R E  F O R  T I C K E T S

WE HAVE BEEN APPROVED TO HAVE A LIMITED NUMBER OF COMPED TICKETS

FOR EACH DAY AS FOLLOWS: 

FRIDAY JULY 1, 200 TICKETS; 

SATURDAY JULY 2, 150 TICKETS; AND

SUNDAY JULY 3, 150 TICKETS. 

THIS IS ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE BASIS. THIS IS FOR CSS CLUB MEMBERS ONLY!, 
NOT FRIENDS & EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS. IF A CLUB MEMBER IS ALSO A HUNTINGTON MEMBER, 

PLEASE RESERVE YOUR TICKETS THRU THE HBG WEBSITE. OTHERWISE, PLEASE FOLLOW THESE STEPS:

 

THE LINK MUST ONLY BE USED BY CLUB MEMBERS WHO ARE NOT VOLUNTEERING OR PARTICIPATING
IN THIS YEARS' EVENT. THOSE WHO HAVE SIGNED UP TO VOLUNTEER, ARE ENTERING PLANTS IN THE SHOW
OR ARE VENDORS SHOULD NOT USE THIS LINK BUT SHOULD PROCEED DIRECTLY TO THE SALES AREA WHERE

THEY WILL BE GIVEN THEIR WRISTBANDS. 

55TH ANNUAL SHOW AND SALE
CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY OF AMERICA

AT THE HUNTINGTON

U S E  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  L I N K  T O  A C C E S S  T H E  C S S A  S H O W  &  S A L E  T I C K E T  S I T E :1.

C H O O S E  T H E  D A T E ,  J U LY  1 ,  2  O R  32.

E N T E R  Y O U R  N A M E3.

G O  T O  C H E C K  O U T  ( T H E  F E E  W I L L  S AY  F R E E )4.

C O N F I R M5.

P R I N T  O U T  C O N F I R M A T I O N  O R  S H O W  P H O N E  C O N F I R M A T I O N  A T  M A I N  
E N T R A N C E  T I C K E T  C O U N T E R .

6.

YO U  W I L L  R E C E I V E  A  W R I S T B A N D  &  C A N  T H E N  P R O C E E D  T O  T H E  S H O W  &  S A L E7.

T H E  P A R K I N G  L O T S  F I L L  U P  S O  T R Y  T O  C O M E  E A R LY7.

2 0

https://tickets.huntington.org/events/107904c7-f05e-3747-8144-714736382542
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2 0 2 2  C A C T U S  A N D  S U C C U L E N T  C A L E N D A R
O F  U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

JUNE 4-5          SAN DIEGO CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY—SUMMER SHOW & SALE
                       BALBOA PARK, ROOM 101, SAN DIEGO, CA INFO. 858-382-1797

JUNE 10-11       LOS ANGELES CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY- SALE, 10TH 6-8:30 PM, 11TH 9-2:30PM
                      ONE GENERATION, 17400 VICTORY BLVD., VAN NUYS, CA.   INFO. WWW.LACACTUS.COM

JULY 1-3           CSSA ANNUAL SHOW AND SALE –- RESEVRATIONS REQUIRED                                           
                      HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS, 1151 OXFORD ROAD, SAN MARINO, CA.
                      PLANTS SALES START JULY 1ST THRU JULY 3RD  10AM TO 5PM                
                      SHOW OPENS JULY 2ND THUR JULY 3RD   10AM-5PM   INFO. 626-405-3504

JULY 22-23     ORANGE COUNTY CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY SUMMER  SALE
                      FRI. NOON TO 6PM, SAT. 9-4PM   INFO CALL 949-212-8417
                      1000 S. STATE COLLEGE BL.,  (ANAHEIM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH) ANAHEIM, CA 

AUG. 5-7          36TH ANNUAL INTERCITY SHOW AND SALE -  RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
                      PLANT SALES  9AM-5PM DAILY.  SHOW OPENS 6-7    9-5            INFO. CALL 626-821-3222
                      LA COUNTY ARBORETUM, 301 NO. BALDWIN AVE., ARCADIA , CA.

SEPT. 3     HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS SUCCULENT SYMPOSIUM    9-3 PM
                      RESEVRATIONS REQUIRED          ALL DAY AT THE HUNTINGTON 626-405-3504

 
OCT. 22-23     PALOMAR CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY FALL SHOW AND SALE   
TENTATIVELY     SAT 9-5PM, SUN 10-3PM, SAN DIEGO BOTANIC GARDEN 
                      230 QUAIL GARDENS DRIVE, ENCINITAS, CA    
                      INFO   EVENTCOORDINATOR@PALOMARCACTUS.ORG 

NOV. 4-6          HUNTINGTON FALL PLANT SALE, 10-5PM - RESEVRATIONS REQUIRED                                           
                      HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS
                      1151 OXFORD ROAD, SAN MARINO, CA    INFO 626-405-3504




